
AGM 2020 Report
We had a very successful AGM, with about 86 
members attending over 72
Zoom links. it was clear that
many old friends and
acquaintances were pleased
to see each other.

Our President, His Worshipful
Mayor Councillor Terry Douris
addressed the meeting and
congratulated us on the
numbers present, going on to
extol the virtues of virtual
meeting technology. He
expressed surprise at the
breadth and depth of the
subjects covered by our
groups and wished us every
success when Covid-19
abates.

The Chairman, Treasurer and
Groups Liaison all addressed
the meeting and reported on events through the 
year. Covid-19, finances and resuming group 
meetings were discussed in some detail.

The personal liability of the trustees should the 
Third Age Trust insurance be invalidated by the 
actions of members was explained as the major 
reason why groups would not resume meetings 
until government guidance allowed it. Currently 
Dacorum was bordering on becoming a ‘hotspot’ 
and extra caution was needed.

Many halls were trying to pass their legal 
responsibilities for effective cleaning to the hirers 
and we will not accept this.

The subject of paid-for speakers was debated with 
some passion. It was explained that Monthly 
Meetings were held to be different from Group 
Meetings. Monthly Meetings may have paid 
speakers, but generally group meetings do not 
unless the group pays for them. Groups should 
meet their own costs. Many of the monthly 
speakers were not remunerated, and an example 
of a group often using a free speaker was given.

Efforts to lessen the workload of committee 
members was mentioned – the adoption of the 
Beacon Membership Management System and 
simplification of our membership fees.

It was agreed by the meeting to remove the rebate 
for members whose primary U3A is another U3A. 
This will greatly simplify the administration of 
charges, but more importantly it will ensure that all 
members are insured in meetings without the 

admin burden of having to frequently check on the 
membership status of 95 members with other 
U3As.

Everything can be expected to change, and we can
make no assumptions about when we will be able 
to resume meetings or how much meetings will 
cost.

Zoom Meeting News

Photography Club

The Digital Photography and Camera Club groups 
have now merged to form the Photography Club, 
which will start in November and run on the second
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Wednesday in the month between 2:00 and 4:00 
pm.

It has been re formulated to appeal to members of 
both previous groups, including novices and 
experienced photographers. As Zoom meetings 
are here to stay for a while and also have proved 
to be popular we hope to have a good following.

The Zoom link for Photography Club meetings is 
https://zoom.us/j/94024406238

John Larkin and Terry Thirlwell
group151@u3adacorum.org

Money Matters

The Money Matters group is a forum for members 
to discuss their financial experiences. Members 
can update others on companies or trades-people 
who have provided good service or new accounts. 
Any poor service and action taken to resolve 
issues can be highlighted and it is a useful forum to
warn members about scams and fraud.

We occasionally have guest speakers on topics 
such as Inheritance Tax, Investments and Fraud. 
However, the group does not provide any form of 
financial advice and members take up any 
suggestions at their own risk. Visitors are welcome.

Jan Wheeler
group025@u3adacorum.org

Industrial History Group

We have had 6 Zoom meetings so far and the 
number of attendees has increased to the 30s. 
Until we got our Zoom act together, Mike Atkins 
kept us going for the first part of the lock down with
a series of industrial history quizzes. (Complete 
with answers, thank goodness.) Our Zoom 
presentations are now 1 hour rather than the usual
2 and this feels about right.

Our first Zoom was by Jane Campbell who gave a 
candid and interesting talk on her work experience,
which members really loved.

Tom Derbyshire drove us through the story of 
‘Jaguar Cars’ in July and his love of the beasts 
shone through his fast moving presentation.

August brought us the story of ‘Pullman Cars’ by 
Tony Stanford. In October Tony will continue the 
story of the developments of ‘Wagons-Lits and 
Pullman in Europe’. In August he Zoomed himself 
into a vintage US Pullman car so the bets are on 
for where he will be for his next talk.

In September John Cameron took us to the movies
and went through the introduction of sound, which 
was enjoyed at many levels.

Ian Pettigrew has provided the group with such 
varied topics as gas production and the cinema in 
Tring, both of which he supplied by various online 
links to his normal very high standard.

We now have a programme to March that includes:

• Tony with ‘Wagons-Lits’,

• Tim Thompson with ‘The History of Sugar’,

• Alan Oliver ‘Hooking up with Barbed Wire’,

• ‘Interchangeable Parts’ from Derek Pullen,

• Norman Parkyn's ‘Life in the Gas Industry’ 
plus the William Murdock video,

• Sally Harris will be ‘Gloved Up’ for her long 
awaited talk,

• The ‘History of Machines’ from John 
Cameron.

We still need to convince some members that 
Zoom talks are accessible and enjoyable but they 
are missing some really interesting stuff.

Arthur Cunningham
group036@u3adacorum.org

Painting For Pleasure

We have been holding a monthly Zoom meeting for
Painting for Pleasure since the beginning of the 
Lockdown. Everyone seems to enjoy showing the 
paintings or drawings they have achieved over the 
past month.

It was a bit tricky to start with, because, as soon as
someone else talks that person appears on the 
screen and the view of the painting is lost. We now
try to keep from saying anything, or mute ourselves
until the person talking about their painting has 
finished!

Not only do we see what everyone has been doing,
but also receive lots of tips about the use and way 
the paint or inks have been applied. We are very 
happy to have new participants to the group, and 
have had a few newcomers.

Sue Bloch
group036@u3adacorum.org

Berkhamsted Discussion Group E

A Home Group was established in February 2009 
attended by 10-15 per month. We have struggled 
with Zoom as some of us are not good technically. 
However, under Tim’s good guidance things are 
Improving: 10-11 members regularly attend.

July (short practice) discussed ‘Wind Energy’ in 
Aug. we discussed ‘Creation v Evolution’; in Sept. 
it was ‘Education & Trump’s Kingdom”, in Oct. It 
will be ‘American Elections & Views on Good & 
Bad with the Present Situation’

Some members don’t want to attend Zoom 
sessions; sadly it will not be possible to resume 
normal meetings until Social Distancing is relaxed!

Ros Ridout
group090@u3adacorum.org
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Other Group News

GOALIES

Recently Alan Osborn circulated an e-mail asking 
to hear from active or interested GOALIES. I have 
to say the response was disappointing to say the 
least.

It is possible that most or all the volunteers have 
become nervous of the danger of virus infection 
and prefer not to go out. That is understandable 
and we do not know how long that situation will 
last. It may well mean that the whole idea of the 
G.O.A.L. Group will have to be started anew when 
(or if) we can once more mix freely.

It did also occur to me that some of the active 
volunteers were waiting to be contacted by the 
schools. I had been going into a primary school for 
a few years and checked with them whether they 
wanted me back. The response was most 
enthusiastic, and I have started going in to read 
with the little ones – I had missed them and again 
find that afternoon a highlight of the week.

This is therefore to remind anyone who would like 
to continue helping in a school to call the school to 
see whether they want you back. It would also be 
helpful if you could confirm to me that you are 
actively volunteering in a school.

Yan Christensen
group066@u3adacorum.org

Art Club

To keep some resemblance of normality, I send out
an e-mail every week and I get some pleasant 
replies. Members of the Art Club send me pictures 
that they produced during lockdown and I transfer 
them to my ‘Lockdown’ folder.

This will be the basis of next year's calendar 
(2021) ‘Art in Lockdown’, which will be selected by 
the members.

We are all looking forward to the restrictions being 
eased so that we can start getting back to normal 
and restart our fortnightly club meetings.

Ken Russell
group039@u3adacorum.org

Groups Using Zoom
We have three Zoom channels on which we hold meetings, and the groups using Zoom are listed below. 
Even if it does not completely match the atmosphere of a normal meeting, it is a great way to stay in 
touch. Speak to any user to see what they think. To join a group contact the coordinator first, and then on
the day, just click on the link shown below. You will be placed into the ‘Waiting room’ until admitted.

If you would like to start a new Zoom group, just contact Mike Sapsard. Even the notoriously non-techie 
Out With Friends group is now experimenting with it!

Group Coordinator, Phone, eMail Date ,Time and Link
177 Card Making 2 Lesley Drake 863041

group177@u3adacorum.org
3rd Friday, 10:00 – 12:00
https://zoom.us/j/97132407997

219 Computer Programming Mike Sapsard 
group219@u3adacorum.org

Tuesday 2 weekly, 10:00 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86048065547

069 Computer Support Terry Thirlwell
group069@u3adacorum.org

Last Friday, 2:00 – 4:30
https://zoom.us/j/98041663393

090 Discussion Group E 
(Berkhamsted)

Ros Ridout 864243
group090@u3adacorum.org

4th Tuesday 2:00 – 4:00
https://zoom.us/j/94455344064

159 Folk Singing Brian Jackson 260047
group159@u3adacorum.org

2nd Wednesday, 10:00 – 12:15 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81428716051

159 Folk Singing Brian Jackson 260047
group159@u3adacorum.org

4th Wednesday, 10:00 – 12:15 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88471624703

214 French Conversation (Adv) Bernadette Streater 866898
group214@u3adacorum.org

1st & 3rd Tuesday, 10:15 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87517618196

202 French Book Club Lyn Parkyns 255429
group202@u3adacorum.org

Random Tuesdays 3:00 – 5:00.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86423104784

019 Genealogy Berkhamsted Susan Hood 863311
group019@u3adacorum.org

2nd Monday 2:00 – 4:00
https://zoom.us/j/91744663532

051 Genealogy Hemel Margaret Fairburn 399097
group051@u3adacorum.org

3rd Monday 9:00 – 11:00 am
https://zoom.us/j/92692120338

059 German Improvers Heather Al-Jawad 769156
group059@u3adacorum.org

Alternate Mondays 2:00 – 4:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82318047908

024 Industrial History Arthur Cunningham
group024@u3adacorum.org

3rd Wednesday 2:00 – 4:00
https://zoom.us/j/94663222195
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Group Coordinator, Phone, eMail Date ,Time and Link
095 Italian Language & Culture Jim & Lorna Grimes 255599

group095@u3adacorum.org
2ndThursday, 9:30 – 11:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83514652209

095 Italian Language & Culture Jim & Lorna Grimes 255599
group095@u3adacorum.org

4thThursday, 9:30 – 11:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83423527310

156 Italian Step 2 Tina Leach 251677
group095@u3adacorum.org

2nd & 4th Thursday, 10:00 – 12:00

092 More Italian Wendy Dixon 398829
group156@u3adacorum.org

Every Wednesday, 3:00 – 4:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87868444873

188 Japanese Language & 
Culture

Chris Watson 261546
group188@u3adacorum.org

2nd Thursday, 11:00 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84293353829

188 Japanese Language & 
Culture

Chris Watson 261546
group188@u3adacorum.org

4th Thursday, 11:00 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88015340262

076 Latin Chris Watson 261546
group076@u3adacorum.org

1st Wednesday 2:30 – 4:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83991211086

076 Latin Chris Watson 261546
group076@u3adacorum.org

3rd Wednesday 2:30 – 4:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86005092817

030 Literature (Tring) Sue Hexter
group030@u3adacorum.org

Tuesday 2 weekly, 10:00 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83134717767

083 Literature Group E 
(Boxmoor)

Pamela Langdon-Pratt 243054
group083@u3adacorum.org

Tuesday 2 weekly, 2:00 – 4:00

215 Magic (Introduction to) Mike Sapsard 212368
group215@u3adacorum.org

Friday 2 weekly, 2:00 – 4:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89057865479

065 Military History Fred Palfery
group065@u3adacorum.org

1st Wednesday, 10:00 – 12:00 
https://zoom.us/j/92672275408

025 Money Matters Jan Wheeler
group025@u3adacorum.org

2nd Monday 10:00 – 12:00 
https://zoom.us/j/93789561888

067 Opera - Introduction Maggie Moore
group067@u3adacorum.org

3rd Friday, 10:00 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88169011601

036 Painting for Pleasure Sue Bloch
group036@u3adacorum.org

3rd Wednesday, 2:00 – 4:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84942868152

061 Philosophy Denis McClure
group061@u3adacorum.org

Tuesday 2 weekly, 2:30 – 4:30.

151 Photography Club John Larkin & Terry Thirlwell
group151@u3adacorum.org

2nd Wednesday 2:00 – 4:00
https://zoom.us/j/94024406238

167 Railways Jane Campbell 403085
group167@u3adacorum.org

4th Thursday 2:00 – 4:00
https://zoom.us/j/96756445481

084 Russian Yan Christensen  
group084@u3adacorum.org

Every Thursday 10:00 – 12:00
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85138943246

Monthly Speaker Meeting Jenny Thirlwell
speakers@u3adacorum.org

First Monday 10:00 – 12:00
https://zoom.us/j/97010231309

Fun
A man took two rare stuffed dogs to the Antiques 
Road Show. “This is a very rare breed. Do you 
know what they would fetch if they were in good 
condition?” asked the dealer.

“Sticks!” said the man.
**************

“I have reviewed this case very carefully” said the 
divorce court judge, “and I’ve decided to give your 
wife £750 per week.”

“That’s very fair your honour,” the husband said, 
“and every now and then, I’ll try to send her a few 
quid myself.”
**************

If you want to save money at Christmas, now is the
time to tell the kids that Father Christmas didn’t 
make it through Covid.
**************

It only takes a village to raise a child, but it takes a 
vineyard to home-school one.
**************

Drinking two glasses of wine at the same time 
stops you touching your face.
**************

They said a mask and gloves were enough to go to
the supermarket.

They lied: everyone else had clothes on.
**************

Man, “I’ve forgotten which room I’m in.”

Hotel receptionist, “The lobby.”
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Check-up From The Neck Up
Half the people aged 60 and older have some 
symptoms that are due to age rather than disease. 
The most common cases are: forgetting the name 
of a person, going to a room in the house and not 
remembering why we were going there, a blank 
memory for a movie title, actor, or actress, and a 
waste of time searching where we left our glasses 
or keys.

After 60 years most people have such a difficulty, 
which indicates that it is not a disease but rather a 
characteristic due to the passage of years. Many 
people are concerned about these oversights 
hence the importance of the following statement: 
‘Those who are conscious of being forgetful have 
no serious problem of memory. Those who suffer 
from a memory illness or Alzheimer's, are not 
aware of what is happening.’

Professor Bruno Dubois reassures the majority of 
people concerned about their oversights: ‘The 

more we complain about memory loss, the less 
likely we are to suffer from memory sickness.’

Now, for a little neurological test. Only use your 
eyes.

1- Find the C in the table below!

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

2- If you have already found the C, then find the 6 
in the table below.

9999999999999999999999999999999999999999 
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999 
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999 
6999999999999999999999999999999999999999 
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999

3- Now find the N in the table below. Attention, it's 
a little more difficult!

MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMNMM 
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM

If you pass these three tests without a problem: 
you can cancel your annual visit to the neurologist, 
your brain is in decent working shape! You are far 
from having any relationship with Alzheimer’s.

If you can’ do them, your first stop should be a 
magnifying glass or your optician.

One For The Hoarders
In the 1970s, my father-in-law gave me an old box 
of mixed wood screws, all in their original 
cardboard packaging. They had belonged to my 
wife’s maternal grandfather.

Recently I needed some small screws for a toy I’m 
making for my granddaughter, and looked through 
my collection. I found a tiny, tiny box with about 
sixty black japanned screws and they did the trick.

Later, my wife pointed out that that was a five 
generation hand-me-down and her granddad was 
our little one’s great-great-granddad.

What is the oldest thing in your collection?
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Long Dean
There is a nearby sweeping glade
that knew the Saxon's ploughing blade.

Ælfwine and his half lame ox, freed from her 
dray,
made their way, adding music as they turned the 
clay.

She limped a rhythm, slow, slow, quick, quick,
as Ælfwine guided her past a summer scented 
rick.

When the Earth tilts and the Sun moves North
across the land, Summer shows its worth.

Now, I walk here early, taking in the Summer 
scene,
as light breezes whisper through the ancient 
dene.

Nature's music plays, surreal surround-sound.
I breathe softly too and gaze at flowers newly 
found.

No clock strikes noon! And, the scorching Sun 
shines off the glinting grass, moistened by a 
gentle shower.

Boys play their games, and girls pretend,
while mothers to their picnics tend.

Covid lockdowns have lost their sting,
when people in their hearts can sing.

Above, caring about us not one jot,
the eyeless Sun knows not what we’ve got.

Mike Sapsard



U3A Dacorum Committee Members
and their responsibilities

Telephone numbers are prefixed by 01442 unless otherwise stated

Please note that .uk is now omitted from the end of all of our email addresses

Role Trustee Person Email Phone
Chair Y Tina Howard chair@u3adacorum.org 248333
Vice Chair Y Peter Bolton vicechair@u3adacorum.org 242917
Treasurer Y Lesley Drake treasurer@u3adacorum.org 863041
Secretary Y Mike Sapsard secretary@u3adacorum.org 212368
Groups Liaison Y Alan Osborn groups@u3adacorum.org 873025
Membership Secretary Y Jean Sniders members@u3adacorum.org 07730 399297
Hall Bookings Secretary Y Margaret Taylor halls@u3adacorum.org 215240
Speaker Secretary Y Jenny Thirlwell speakers@u3adacorum.org 831491
WebAdmin and Equipment Y Terry Thirlwell webadmin@u3adacorum.org, 

equipment@u3adacorum.org
831491

Beacon Admin Y John Dodkins beaconadmin  2  @u3adacorum.org  391556
Trustee without Portfolio Y Tim Thompson tim@u3adacorum.org 262072
Minutes Secretary Lorna Grimes minutes@u3adacorum.org
Digest Editor Barbara Egglesfield editor@u3adacorum.org 828539
Photocopying & M’nthly M’tg Recep’ Judy Baldwin photcopying@u3adacorum.org 211289
New Member Liaison & M’nthly M’tg 
Recep’

Sally Merrison membersne  w  @u3adacorum.org  254786

WebAdmin and Beacon Admin Asst Anne Menzies webadmin@u3adacorm.org, 
beaconadmin@u3adacorum.org

Beacon Admin Asst James Robertson beaconadmin1@u3adacorum.org
Book Examiner Jane ME Seymour
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Monthly Meetings
2nd November 10:00 for 10:30 am start
Richard’s War by Anni Berman
Survival as Bomber crew and in a prison camp 
in WWII.

7th December 10:00 for 10:30 am start
Lady Chatterley Trial by Andrew Baker

TAT Annual Membership Fee
Until now, we have reduced the annual Third 
Age Trust membership fee by £3.50 for each 
member who belonged to another U3A and 
designated it as their primary U3A, which paid 
their TAT fee. This was found to be unreliable, 
potentially leading to some members not being 
covered by U3A insurance throughout the year.

To be certain that those members (about 95) 
were always insured placed a large admin load 
on the Membership Secretary. It was agreed at 
the AGM that from 2021, no reductions would 
be given and Dacorum U3A would pay the TAT 
fee.

TAM Delivery Charge
From the new subscription year, Dacorum U3A 
will no longer be able to subsidise delivery of 
the Third Age Matters magazine. Although TAM 
is included in membership, delivery is not. 
Members wishing to receive TAM will have to 
pay an additional amount to meet the postage.

Currently postage costs £3.10 per member. 
Since postage costs may rise, the correct 
amount will be notified at membership renewal.

U3A Dacorum Registered Charity 6012612

The Ridgeway - John Larkin   
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