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Editorial       Still not a lot to say, but at least we 
have a Newsletter for you - albeit very 
brief. This issue is intended to be just 
information from your Committee, but 
let’s hope either a fuller Newsletter or a 
Digest can surface again soon.   
Once more, I wish all our readers good 

health and good friends in these strange times, and 
hope that ‘live’ meetings will resume when 
circumstances permit, and that better times are ‘just 
around the corner’. [And my thanks to John Dodkins for 

comments and tech help!]                 Barbara [Ed] 

Membership Secretary  
 

I’m delighted to report that well over 1,200 
members have renewed their membership with 
us this year and also to welcome 20 new 
members. For those whose membership lapses 
on 30th June, it’s never too late to re-join. 
 

This time last year, we wondered how many 
members would remain with U3A Dacorum, but 
thanks to Zoom and other online meetings and 
with Group News and CAN emails, we have kept 
going and are gradually resuming face-to-face 
meetings.  
 

Thanks are also due to coordinators who have 
kept in touch with their groups during this 
difficult time.  
Thank you all for staying with us. It’s been a 
tough time but we are all looking forward now to 
resuming our many and varied interest groups, 
meeting up face to face with other group 
members and making new friends.   Jean Sniders 

Looking across the valley, from Felden 
  by Laura Rouse  

u3a Dacorum Newsletter 

From the Committee 
 

Number 4            July 2021 

  From the Chair - Tina’s Musings 

 

I am getting quietly excited that we might be returning 
to something like normal, well as normal as possible. 
 

We have tried to simplify the paperwork needed to 
comply with u3a insurance to safeguard everyone. 
Everyone is a volunteer and we acknowledge the work 
involved by coordinators: so a very big thankyou to all. 
 

As halls reopen, it is obvious that charges will increase 
and we have taken the decision to raise the meeting 
fees. Groups paying £1.50 will pay £2.00 a meeting and 
those paying £2.00 will pay £3.00. If safe distancing is 
still required after July some groups may need to use 
larger venues which will incur higher costs. This will be 
reviewed for next year and some attendance costs may 
need to rise further. We have also decided to increase 
home group meeting fees to £1.00 per meeting, the first 
increase since u3a Dacorum commenced in the 90s.  
 

We must adhere to the current regulations, and be 
responsible for our own safety. We cannot, officially or 
legally, ask for evidence of having had two doses of 
vaccine or Covid-free testing so self-responsibility is a 
perquisite to starting groups again.  
 

I look forward to joining in and seeing people in 
attendance at interest groups very soon and encourage 
you to attend the Zoom AGM on 2nd August, when I have 
to step down as chair as I will have completed my 
allotted time as a committee member. 

                  Tina Howard 
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 Personal risk assessment for U3A members attending groups ... 

The Committee is pleased to report that some outside and home groups have met since Covid restriction 
easing and is now looking to find the earliest date for hall groups to restart; though ‘in-person’ Monthly 
Meetings may still be a while away, our Zoom meetings will continue to be available to any group. 

As ‘live’ groups re-start, we recognise that we owe a responsibility to each other to reduce the risk of 
spreading the virus. We ask everyone to think about their own personal health circumstances before 
attending any gatherings.   
The Third Age Trust has amended the advice for non-vaccinated members wanting to attend our meetings. 
As a result we have updated the Personal Risk Assessment that we expect all members to undertake before 
attending any U3A Dacorum event, and we ask you to consider these points carefully before setting off to 
attend any of our meetings.  In particular -  

DO NOT ATTEND MEETINGS IF YOU CAN ANSWER ‘YES’ TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:  

 • Do you have any symptoms of Covid-19?   
 • Have you been in touch with anyone who has had Covid in the last 14 days? 
 • Are you or is anybody in your household at risk of becoming seriously ill from Covid-19? 
 • Will the activity you are planning to attend present any adverse risk to yourself, particularly  
    if you have not yet had two vaccinations, or are unable to receive the vaccination?  

If you have any concerns then please do not attend any U3A meetings as you would not want to place 
yourself or other members at risk. If you do develop Covid-19 symptoms within 48 hours of attending a 
meeting, please advise Group Liaison (01442 873025 or groups@u3adacorum.org). 

We recommend that you bring your own hand sanitiser to all events, mask if required by government 
guidelines, as well as any refreshments you might need if the venue is unable to provide catering facilities. 
You will be asked to add your membership number to the attendance register so please have it to hand. 

Your coordinators may have already contacted you about restarting; if not, you could contact them. If you 
do not have their contact telephone number call Group Liaison, as above.      Tina Howard (Chair) 

AGM 2021 

The AGM will be held at the monthly meeting on 2nd August 
at 10.30. Only fully paid-up members will be eligible to 
stand or vote.  
A reminder with full details will be sent out nearer the date. 
Proxy voting for all decisions will be available to all members 
from 14th July. Postal votes will be available to members 
without email and should be returned to the Secretary. 

Constitution: A new Constitution will be put to the vote. 
It’s on the U3A website at: https://u3adacorum.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/Constitution-Changes-v0.7.pdf. 
It updates the rules we work by to avoid problems 
experienced across the U3A community.  
 

Committee Nominations: Four Trustees will step down: 
Chair, Treasurer, Secretary and Group Liaison. There is also a 
fifth vacant place. Nominations are invited for all posts. 
Nomination forms are available on the website and must be 
received by the Secretary by 12th July. This is so that postal 
votes may be made by members with no email. 

If you wonder what the committee does, then please come 
to the next Zoom Committee Meeting (5th July) and see. The 
main qualification is a desire to help. Although IT skills such 
as eMail and Zoom are considered essential, only basic skills 
levels are required. Contact any committee member and 
look at the  Committee Handbook to see everything in full 
detail. In practice the effort required is much less daunting 
than it appears when written down, so don’t be put off by it.          
     Mike Sapsard (Secretary) 

  On Form    

  I was christened Insert Name Here 

  And live at Address in Capitals Please 

  Having been born on Day Month Year 

  With the plainest of pedigrees. 
 

  I’m married/single/divorced 
  And all three of straight/gay/bi 
  I’m Mr/Mrs/Ms: 
  Please delete what does not apply. 
 

  I have a degree in Qualifications 

  And have worked in Previous Employment;    

  My Physical Characteristics 

  Give officialdom much enjoyment. 
 

  You’ll find further instructions inside: 

  When I finally run out of time 

  Just lick my adhesive backside 

  And fold on the dotted line. 

......................................................

                 Brian Young (Poetry Writing group)  
 

[I re-discovered this in my archives, from one of 
our members, but I thought I’d include it here  
to lighten the tone ...     Ed] 

https://u3adacorum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Nomination-Form-2021.pdf
https://u3adacorum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Committee-Handbook-v2.0-draft-8.32-1.pdf



