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Mac Photos Tutorial- 
How to Use Photos on Mac
Photos on Mac features an immersive, dynamic look that showcases your best photos.  
Find the shots you’re looking for with powerful search options.  
Organise your collection into albums, or keep your photos organised automatically



With Photos for Mac, all the pictures and videos you've taken on your iPhone or iPad, 
or imported, will always be available to you on any of your Macs, as will any future 
pictures and videos you take or import, including your DSLR images, even in RAW!


Add to that automatic, intelligent grouping based on time and place, and face 
detection, non-destructive editing, and the ability to order prints, books, and more, 
and Photos for Mac makes for the ultimate picture and video app for the mainstream.



How to get started with Photos for Mac 
Photos is your one-stop shop for just about everything you'd want in a photo 
organization app. You can store, edit, share, and more in Photos for Mac, and all you 
have to do is dive in and get started. Here's how!



Getting started with Photos on the Mac 
The first time you open Photos, you're shown an overview of what exactly the app will 
look like once you upload all your pictures, videos, and memories. You'll get a quick 
rundown of what you can expect.



Overview of importing photos and videos into 
Photos on Mac 
Import your photos and videos into your photo library so you can organise and edit 
them with Photos. You can import photos and videos in a variety of ways:


• Share your photos automatically across your Mac, iPhone, iPad and Apple TV using 
iCloud: Turn on iCloud Photos on your Mac and other devices to give access to 
your entire library on all your Apple devices..


• Connect your iPhone or iPad to your Mac and transfer photos into the Photos app 
on your Mac: If you don’t use iCloud Photos on your Mac, you can sync an iPhone 
or iPad to your Mac to transfer photos..


• Import photos by connecting a variety of cameras and mobile devices to your Mac: 
Connect a camera or other mobile device and import photos and videos from the 
device. Import photos stored on a storage device: Import photos and videos saved 
on a hard disk or other storage device. Import photos sent to you with other apps: 
Import photos and videos sent to you in an email or text message, or downloaded 
from Safari..




Part 1: How to Import/Export Pictures on Photos 
for Mac 
To import iPhone pictures to Photos on macOS, follow the steps below: 
1. Launch Photos app on macOS and connect your iPhone to MacBook, iMac, etc. via 
USB cable. 
2. Tap "Trust this Computer" on your iPhone when you receive a message. 
3. Select photo items you wanna import to Photos for Mac. Or just choose "Import All 
New Items". 
4. Unplug your iPhone from your Mac. 


.




To export pictures from Photos app to Mac, do as following:

1. Choose the pictures you plan to export to macOS. 
2. Click "File" on the top toolbar of your MacBook/iMac > Tap "Export" > 
Tick "Export XX Photos". 
3. Select export image format (JPEG, TIFF, PNG), Info and File Naming > 
Click "Export" button. 
4. Open "Finder" on MacBook, Mac Mini, iMac desktop to search and find 
the pictures you export.



Part 2: How to Organise Pictures on Mac Photos 
App 
When you launch Photos on Mac, you will be greeted with a neat yet intuitive interface. 
Here in this part, we will focus on how to use Photos on Mac (MacBook/iMac) to 
organize images into different albums, interesting projects and share with others via 
iCloud Photo Sharing
What are albums in Photos on Mac? 
An album is a collection of photos and video clips. Photos creates some albums for you, 
and you can create as many albums as you want to organise your photos the way you 
like. You can place photos in more than one album. You can also create Smart Albums, 
which automatically gather photos for you based on criteria you specify — such as 
keywords or locations. You can organise your albums by placing them in folders.


Albums appear in the sidebar; select one to see its contents in the window to the right. 
To see the albums in a folder (such as the My Albums folder), click the arrow  next to the 
folder. Or simply select the folder name, and the albums in it appear in the window to the 
right. Double-click an album to open it.




Photo editing basics in Photos on Mac 

You can use the Photos editing tools to easily make simple changes to your photos, 
such as rotating them or cropping them to get the best framing. You can also use over a 
dozen sophisticated adjustments to change exposure and colour, remove marks or 
blemishes, eliminate red-eye, change white balance and more.


To make more advanced adjustments, you can use Levels and Curves controls to alter 
brightness, contrast and tonal range in different areas of a photo. You can also enhance 
and change videos and Live Photos.




Create slideshows in Photos on Mac 

In Photos, there are two ways to create slideshows. You can quickly play a slideshow of 
the photos from a day, complete with a theme and music.


If you want more control over the options in your slideshow, you can create and save a 
slideshow project. You select a group of photos, then add text, choose a theme, add 
music and set how long each slide appears. You can include video clips in a slideshow, 
and export the slideshow to play on a Mac, iPhone, iPad or Apple TV.




Play an instant slideshow 

You can quickly play a slideshow of the photos from a day. You can select a theme and 
music for the slideshow, but you can’t customise the slideshow further.


1. In the Photos app  on your Mac, click Library in the sidebar, then click Days in the 
toolbar. 


2. Select some photos from a day, then choose File > Play Slideshow. 


3. Click Themes, then select a theme. 
A preview of the theme appears in the pane.


4. Click Music and select the song you want.  
To turn off music, click the song again to deselect it. 


5. Click Play Slideshow.


To stop playing the slideshow, press the Escape key. You can also press the arrow keys 
to skip forward or back through the slides and press the Space bar to pause the 
slideshow.



Create a slideshow project 

1. In the Photos app  on your Mac, select the photos you want in your slideshow. 
You can add or remove photos later (see “Add or remove photos and text in a 
slideshow” below).


2. Choose File > Create > Slideshow > Photos.


3. Click the Slideshow pop-up menu and choose New Slideshow.


4. Type a new name.


5. To reorder photos, drag photos into the order you want them in the bottom of the 
window.


6. To select a theme, click the Themes button , then click a theme. 
You can change the theme at any time. The theme you choose determines text 
position, fonts and the transitions that appear between slides. 


7. To select music for the slideshow, click the Music button , click the down arrow next 
to Music Library, then select a song or songs.



What are shared albums in Photos on Mac? 

With Shared Albums, you can create albums of photos and videos and easily invite 
others to view them. The people you invite can view your album from any Mac, PC, 
iPhone or iPad. If they use iCloud, they can like your photos, add comments—and, if 
you’ve allowed it, even add their own photos and video clips to the album. (If your 
invitees don’t use iCloud, they can still see your shared photos and videos if you set up a 
public website.)


https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/photos/aside/glos66c53c87/7.0/mac/12.0


View memories in Photos on Mac 

Photos creates personalised collections of your photos and videos called memories. 
Memories feature significant people, places and events that are curated and set to music 
based on the content of the memory. You can also create memories from photos in your 
library and share them with your friends and family.




Play a memory 

1. In the Photos app  on your Mac, click Memories in the sidebar, then scroll to view 
memories.


2. Double-click a memory.


3. As a memory plays, do any of the following:


◦ Start or stop playing the memory: Click the Play button  or press the Space bar. 


◦ Scroll to individual photos in the memory: Press the Right Arrow or Left Arrow 
key, or swipe left or right on the trackpad. You can also swipe the filmstrip to 
scroll quickly forwards or backwards. 


◦ Display the memory photos in a grid: Click the Memory Grid button . 


◦ With the grid displayed, you can select photos and share them, add them to 
other albums, and delete them. Double-click a photo to start the memory playing 
at that photo.


◦ Stop playing and exit a memory: Click the left arrow  in the toolbar.



Create a memory 

You can create your own memory from an album.


1. In the Photos app  on your Mac, select the album in the sidebar, then click Play 
Memory Video.


2. To add the new memory to Memories, click the Add to Favourites button  in the 
toolbar. 
The new memory appears among your favourite memories in Memories. If you 
want the memory to appear with your other memories, click the Add to 
Favourites button  again to remove the memory as a favourite.


Share a memory 

1. In the Photos app  on your Mac, click Memories in the sidebar, then scroll to the 
memory you want to share.


2. Double-click the memory. 
To stop playing a memory, press the Space bar.


3. Click the Share button  in the toolbar.


